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To:  Holland Police Personnel 
From:  Bryan C. Haughey- Chief of Police 
Date:  June 21, 2022 
Subj:    MEMORANDUM 22-09 Issuance of Directive No. 22-09 Use of Speed Feedback Radar 

Signs 
 
Please review the following Memorandum codified as No. 22-09 concerning the issuance of  a 
directive pertaining to use of speed feedback radar signs. Please note that the information 
contained herein is effective immediately. 
 
Be advised that this information is distributed in accordance with G.L. c. 41 §97A, provisions of 
which were accepted and passed by affirmative vote at the Town of Holland Annual Town 
Meeting on May 26, 1998.  
 
Please review all attachments contained herein. 
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General Order  
Subject Use of Speed Feedback Radar Signs Classification Unclassified 

Directive No 22-09 Effective 21 JUN 2022 
Additional Directives N/A Review  ANNUALLY  

Standards/References MassDOT MOU 24 MAR 2022 Revision N/A 
Issuing Authority 

 
Bryan C. Haughey 

Chief of Police 

 

Record of Revisions 
N/A 

 
Summary:  
 
The purpose of this directive is to establish guidelines and standards for the utilization of Speed 
Feedback Radar Signs (SFS), specifically, fixed pole-mounted units and mobile trailer-mounted 
units. The Chief of Police shall be authorized to adopt regulations for the implementation of this 
directive and these instructions shall apply to all SFS units owned by or used by the Town of 
Holland, including, any SFS model that is not listed herein. Portable Changeable Message Signs 
(PCMS) that have the capability of speed feedback modes shall follow Directive No. 20-55, 
Information Dissemination Devices (IDD), in addition to these orders. 
 
Speeding is one of the primary causes of vehicle road departure fatal and serious injury crashes 
and SFS units have been shown to be effective at reducing speed which can reduce the severity 
of crashes and the incidence of running off the road.1 SFS units are a valuable tool in reducing 
vehicle speeds under many different conditions, including work zones, areas where it is not 
possible to make physical roadway changes, or where constant police enforcement is not 
practical.2  
 
On January 27, 2022, The Town of Holland was presented with an opportunity to participate in a 
Massachusetts Department of Transportation (MassDOT) pilot program to provide SFS units to 
local communities. MassDOT participated in the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) Every 
Day Counts (EDC) initiative for Focusing on Reducing Rural Roadway Departures (FoRRRwD) and 
applied for funds from the State Transportation Innovation Council (STIC) to further enhance the 
initiative. These funds were used for purchasing and disseminating SFS units to the chosen 
communities to conduct a pilot program on rural roads in order to learn and help communities 
address primary risk locations on their municipal roadways. Based on a MassDOT data-driven 
process and assessment, the Town of Holland was selected to meet the criteria of the pilot 
initiative and we were provided with a trailer-mounted unit on June 15, 2022. 
 
Policy:  
 
1. SFS units shall be utilized as an instrument for reducing travel speeds that result in off-the-

road crashes, and to identify, evaluate, and improve upon speed safety issues. 

                                                 
1
 MassDOT Pilot Program to provide Speed Feedback Boards to municipalities email dated 01/27/2022 

2
 Procedures for Speed Zoning on State Highways and Municipal Roads (MassDOT) 

https://www.mass.gov/doc/procedures-for-speed-zoning-on-state-and-municipal-roadways/download
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2. The Chief of Police shall be authorized to permit SFS units to be utilized upon any public way 
or upon the utility easement (setback) of the way for the purpose of providing a speed 
feedback display, provided that, the target vehicle is traveling on a public way as defined in 
G.L. c. 90 § 13. 

3. The maintenance, data collection, and reporting requirements in the Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) between MassDOT and the Town of Holland made and entered into 
as of 24 MAR 2022, shall apply to TraffiCalm Systems SFS Trailer-Mounted Unit 1, (Serial No. 
91351122190003). 

4. As described in § 5 of the MOU, while It is preferred that SFS Trailer-Mounted Unit 1 is kept 
fully operational and in use at all times, the Unit shall be fully operational and in use at least 
three (3) times per year during the term of the MOU. The Unit shall be fully operational and 
in use for at least two (2) weeks during each time period. 

5. In order to evaluate the effect of SFS Trailer-Mounted Unit 1 on driver speed, § 6 of the 
MOU shall be followed. 

 
Speed Enforcement: 
 
SFS units shall not be utilized as an independent instrument to conduct motor vehicle stops and 
utilization of an SFS unit does not excuse any other elements that are required to effectuate a 
motor vehicle stop based on speed greater than reasonable and proper, such as but not limited 
to, articulating observations by training and experience. Remember, in terms of enforcement, 
radar units are to be used to confirm speed after your observations and not as a mechanism to 
determine speed prior to observing a vehicle. 

 
 
 
 

                                                 
3
 G.L. c.90 §1- Way 

https://malegislature.gov/laws/generallaws/parti/titlexiv/chapter90/section1













