
                           WARRANT 
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 
TUESDAY, MAY 15, 2018 

                         Meeting called to order: 7:04pm  
                         70 registered voters attended 
 

WARRANT – Annual Town Meeting, Tuesday, May 15, 2018       
HAMPDEN, ss 
To any and all constables in the Town of Holland, County of Hampden 

GREETINGS: 

In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are hereby directed to notify 
and warn the inhabitants of the Town of Holland qualified to vote in elections and in 
Town affairs, to meet at the Holland Elementary School Auditorium, 28 Sturbridge Road 
in said Town on Tuesday, May 15, 2018 at 7:00 PM, then and there to act on all business 
on the Annual Town Meeting Warrant except the election of such officers and the 
determination of such matters as are required by law to be determined by ballot, which 
election shall be held on Tuesday, June 12, 2018, between the hours of 10:00 AM and 
8:00 PM, to wit: 

 
ARTICLE #1 To choose by ballot all necessary Town Officers for the ensuing terms: 
Selectman, (one) 3 yr.; Assessor, (one) 3 yr.; Board of Health, (one) 3 yr.; Cemetery, (one) 3 yr.; 
Constable, (one) 3 yr.; Library Trustee, (one) 3 yr.; Library Trustee, (one) 1 yr.; Planning Board, 
(one) 5 yr.; Holland School Committee, (two) 3 yr.; Sealer of Weights and Measures (one) 3yr.; 
Tantasqua School Committee (one) 3 yr.; Tax Collector (one) 3 yr.; Treasurer, (one) 3yr.; Water 
Commissioner (one) 3 yr.; or take any other action relative thereto. 
Passed. 

 
ARTICLE #2 To hear the reports of the Town Officers and outstanding committees, or take any 
other action relative thereto. 
Passed.  Finance Board presents slideshow of FY19 budget.  

 
ARTICLE #3 To see if the Town will vote to fix the salary and compensation of all officers of 
the Town, effective from July 1, 2018, as provided by Section 108 of Chapter 41 of the General 
Laws, as amended and raise and appropriate or transfer from available funds a sum of money 
thereto, or take any other action relative thereto.  
 
Passed except a hold on Cemetery and Assistant Town Clerk.  Questions pertaining to 
Cemetery stipends -- located under expense. Motion made to combine Assistant Town 
Clerk salary to Administrative Agent salary.* Motion passed. Article passed as amended.   
*salary was clarified as adding more HOURS not simply a salary increase.  

 
ARTICLE #4 To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, borrow or transfer from 
available funds such sums of money as may be necessary to defray the expenses of the Town, for 
the ensuing twelve month fiscal period, or take any other action relative thereto. 
Passed. 

 
ARTICLE #5 To see if the Town will vote to transfer $18,000 from Cyclic Stabilization to the 3 
year Re-Valuation account, or take any other action relative thereto. 
Sponsor: Assessors 
Select Board yes Finance Board yes 



Passed-Unanimous  
ARTICLE #6 To see if the Town will accept as gift, for Highway purposes, 2 parcels of land 
described on the Assessors’ maps of the Town of Holland as 16/B/01 and 16/C/01, or take any 
other action relative thereto. 
Sponsor: Highway Department 
Select Board yes 
Passed-Unanimous  

 
ARTICLE #7 To see if the Town will vote to transfer $ 41,161.40 from Free Cash to cover the 
snow and ice expense deficit, or take any other action relative thereto. 
Annual Article 
Select Board  yes   Finance Board  yes 
Passed.  

 
ARTICLE #8 To see if the Town will vote to transfer $ 3,901.10 from Free Cash to cover the 
Snow and Ice wage deficit, or take any other action relative thereto. 
Annual Article 
Select Board yes   Finance Board yes 
Passed.  

 
ARTICLE #9 To see if the Town will vote to transfer $88,500.00 from Capital Purchase 
Stabilization, to purchase and equip a new dump truck for the Highway department, or take any 
other action relative thereto. 
Sponsor-Highway Department 
Select Board yes   Finance Board  yes 
Passed.  (61 for, 5 against) 

 
ARTICLE #10 To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select Board to acquire by 
purchase, gift, eminent domain or otherwise, on such terms and conditions as the Select Board 
shall determine, permanent and/or temporary easements on the parcels of land shown on plans 
entitled “Massachusetts Department of Transportation Highway Division Plan and Profile of 
Brimfield Road in the Town of Holland,” revised through March 18, 2018, prepared by SVE 
Associates, as said plans may be amended, said plans on file with the Town Clerk, for public way 
purposes, including, but not limited to, the construction, alteration, maintenance, improvement, 
repair and/or replacement of roads, and for drainage, grading, clearing and slope work, erosion 
control, relocation of utility poles and guy wires, loaming and seeding, and landscaping; and, 
further, to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, borrow or transfer from available 
funds a sum of money $ 840.00 for these purposes and any expenses related thereto; and, further, 
to authorize the Select Board to enter into all agreements and take all related actions necessary or 
appropriate to carry out said acquisitions and other acts authorized herein, upon such terms and 
conditions as the Select Board may deem appropriate, or take any other action relative thereto. 
Sponsor – Highway Department 
Select Board yes  Finance Board  n/a 
Amended to read: transfer from aFY18 Town Counsel expense. Amendment passed. 
Article passed as amended. 

 
ARTICLE #11 To see if the Town will vote to transfer $39,300.00 from Capital Stabilization to 
purchase and equip a new Police Interceptor vehicle for the Police Department, or take any other 
action relative thereto. 
Sponsor – Police Department 
Select Board yes  Finance Board yes 
Passed.  (53 for, 10 against) 
 

 



ARTICLE #12 To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Cemetery Commissioners to expend 
the interest from the Perpetual Care Funds to be used on the perpetual care lots, and also to 
expend the interest from General Care Funds to be used for burials and general maintenance, or 
take any other action relative thereto. 
Sponsor – Cemetery Commission 

                             Passed.  
ARTICLE #13 To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Tree Warden to bill the appropriate 
utility companies, or take any other action relative thereto. 
Passed.  

 
ARTICLE #14 To see if the Town will vote to appropriate funds provided to the Town by the 
State under Chapter 90 and such other funds as the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Department 
of Transportation may provide, and to authorize the Select Board or their duly authorized 
representative, to enter into contracts with Commonwealth of Massachusetts Highway Division 
for Chapter 90 money allocated to the Town by the State, or take any action relative thereto. 
Passed.  

 
ARTICLE #15 To see if the Town will vote to establish fiscal year 2019 spending limits for the 
revolving funds listed in Chapter 4, Financial Affairs, Section 8, Departmental Revolving Fund of 
the bylaw, all as set forth below, with such expenditure limits to be applicable for each fiscal year 
until such time as Town Meeting votes, prior to July 1 in any year, to change the same for the 
ensuing fiscal year; provided, however, that at the request of the entity authorized to expend such 
funds, the Board of Selectmen, with the approval of the Finance Committee, may increase such 
limit, for that fiscal year only, all as set forth below: 

Revolving Fund Spending Limit Amount to 
Remain in 
Fund 

Cemetery Commission $5,000 0 
Library Trustees $600 0 

Electrical Inspector $2,000 0 

Plumbing 
Inspector 

$2,000 0 

Zoning Board of Appeals $2,000 0 
Fire Dept. $3,000 0 
Animal Control Officer(s) $5,000 0 
Conservation 
Commission 

$2,000 0 

Planning Board $500.00 0 

Cable Commission $100.00 0 

Building Commissioner $24,000 $1,500 
Board of Health $15,000 $15,000 
Community Center $10,000 $1,000 

 
Or take any other action relative thereto. 

                             Select Board yes   Finance Board  yes 
Passed.  
 



ARTICLE #16 To see if the Town will vote to transfer up to$ 18,000.00 from Free Cash to pay the year’s debt 
from Off-Duty Police details or take any other action relative thereto. 
Select Board yes  Finance Board yes 
Passed.  (65 for, 2 against) 
 
ARTICLE #17 To see if the Town will vote to transfer $75,360.00 from Free Cash to pay down 
the Fire Truck loan or take any other action relative thereto 
Select Board  yes  Finance Board yes 
Passed.  

 
ARTICLE #18 To see if the Town will vote to transfer $14,000.00 from Free Cash to purchase 
and equip a zero turn mower or take any other action relative thereto. 
Select Board no  Finance Board yes 
Passed.  

 
ARTICLE #19 To see if the Town will vote to transfer $50,000.00 from Road Improvement 
Stabilization Account to Roadway Improvement Cost account, or take any other action relative 
thereto. 
Sponsor: Highway Department 
Select Board yes  Finance Board  yes 
Passed.  

 
ARTICLE #20 To see if the Town will vote to transfer $30,000.00 from Free Cash to upgrade 
the computers including all incidental and necessary expenses in the Town Hall or take any other 
action relative thereto. 
Select Board yes  Finance Board yes 
Passed.  

 
ARTICLE #21 To see if the Town will vote to transfer $10,000.00 from Free Cash to upgrade 
the Vision assessing software including all incidental and necessary expenses, or take any other 
action relative thereto. 
Sponsor: Board of Assessors 
Select Board yes  Finance Board yes 
Passed.  

 
ARTICLE #22 To see if the Town will vote to transfer from FY 18 Land Auction Expense the 
amount of $10,000.00, to FY 19 Land Auction Expense or take any other action relative thereto. 
Sponsor – Treasurer 
Select Board yes  Finance Board yes 
Passed.  
 
Meeting adjourned 8:08pm 

 



   And you are hereby directed to serve this warrant, by posting up attested copies thereof at    
   five (5) conspicuous places in said town, at least seven days (7) before the time of   
   holding said meeting. 

 
Hereof fail not, and make due return of this warrant, with your doings thereon, to the 
Town Clerk, at a said time and place meeting, as fore said. 

 
Given under this 17th day of May, in the year of our Lord, Two Thousand and Eighteen. 

 
 
 
 

Bettina Schmidt, Chairman Constable 
 

A True Copy, Attest: 
Lawrence Mandell 

 
 

Sharon Ashleigh 
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