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2021 ANNUAL REPORT  

HOLLAND CONSERVATION COMMISSION  

conservation@hollandma.org 413-245-7108 x-114  

The Town of Holland Conservation Commission (HCC) works closely with the Massachusetts De-
partment of Environmental Protection (Mass DEP) to administer and maintain compliance with the 
Massachusetts Wetland Protection Act (M.G.L. Chapter 131, Section 40), associated regulations (310 
CMR 10.0), and local policies.  Mass. General Law requires that the Conservation Commission be 
contacted to review any project being proposed that will: 

“…remove, fill, dredge or alter any bank, riverfront area, fresh water wetland…creek, river, stream, 
pond or lake, or any land under said waters…” (excerpt from M.G.L. Title XIX, Chapter 131, Sec-
tion 40) 

State regulations mandate that no one may remove, fill, dredge or alter a wetland resource area or 
buffer zone without a permit from their local Conservation Commission (Concom).  Since COVID 
began restricting public gatherings to slow the spread of the virus, Concom has been continuing to 
serve the community by offering the option of attendance via the GoToMeeting link posted on each 
agenda on the Town website.  Residents are always welcome to attend, now in person as well as vir-
tually, any one of our public meetings to discuss their own project details, as well as those of their 
neighbors.  Concom meetings begin at 6:30 pm on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month.  The com-
missioners wish to assist Town residents in successfully completing their projects in an environmen-
tally sensitive manner, and in compliance with State DEP regulations, in order to protect and improve 
the Town’s lakes, streams and groundwater supply. 

The tree canopy, particularly around Hamilton Reservoir, is critical to maintaining the quality of Hol-
land’s environment.  Did you know an economic study showed a home with trees is valued at an av-
erage of 10% higher than homes without them?  Did you know that students with trees and greenery 
around them perform better in English and math, and that patients recover faster after surgery in the 
presence of trees?  Did you know the net cooling effect of a young, healthy tree is equivalent to 10 
room-size air conditioners operating 20 hours/day?  Shade reduces the temperature of the groundwa-
ter entering our lakes and streams, thereby reducing algae and weed growth while maintaining habi-
tat.  Unfortunately, the HCC has received and acted on many more tree removal requests this past 
year due to significant storm damage and the insect infestations of recent years.  In part due to the 
reasons given in this paragraph when trees are cut down and dependent on conditions, residents are 
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being requested to replace them with native shrubs or trees.  Tree Removal Applications can be ob-
tained at the Town Hall, or the HCC website and submitted by mail or email to the HCC.   Note that 
each tree removal application also requires at least one site visit by two or more Commissioners. 

The permitting processes required by the Department of Environmental Protection usually involves 
one or more public meetings (or hearings) for each application to be properly handled, and often sev-
eral site visits depending on the complexity of the project. Therefore, the Commission would encour-
age property owners within jurisdiction to begin the process as early as they can to enable the Com-
mission to work with residents with no or minimal disruption to their planned timelines.    

DATA:  Calendar year 2021 was a busy one during which the Commission addressed 23 Tree Re-
moval Applications, 7 Requests for Determination (RDA), 14 Notices of Intent (NOI), and 20 Certif-
icates of Compliance (COC) and 1 Extension Orders of Conditions, and 2 Orders of Conditions mod-
ifications.   Additionally, and unfortunately, 15 enforcement actions were required to be issued.    

SUMMARY:  Commissioners continue to work diligently to monitor and review NOIs to ensure that 
they have been recorded at the Registry of Deeds, oversee compliance with the agreed to processes, 
and that Certificates of Compliance are issued when projects are completed.   

Members keep current with evolving regulations and technological advances by attending educa-
tional workshops sponsored by the Massachusetts Association of Conservation Commissions, and 
others.  In addition to time spent serving on the HCC, some of our members actively represent the 
HCC on other town committees.  Marcia Beal represents the HCC on the Open Space Committee and 
Sam Spratlin and Dawn Kamay on the Lake Oversight Committee. 

The Commission is currently comprised of 6 of its maximum 7 members and is actively seeking ad-
ditional members.  Serving as a Commissioner is a wonderful way to meet fellow Holland residents 
while serving to protect the Town’s rural environment, wildlife, water supply and overall property 
values. 

The HCC continues to work hard to preserve and protect Holland’s wildlife, wetlands, water-
ways and water quality.  However, the cooperation and support of the entire community is nec-
essary to safeguard Holland’s beautiful environment for the enjoyment of ourselves and of fu-
ture generations. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jessica Wales, Chair 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SCHOOL DEPARTMENT

School Committee
Laura Alden, Chairman Term expires 2023

Erik Iller, Vice-Chair, Tantasqua Rep. Term expires 2023

Candice Greene, Secretary Term expires 2024

Sarah Naples Term expires 2022

Amanda Joppas Term expires 2024

Superintendent of Schools
Erin M. Nosek, Ed. D 320A Brookfield Road, Fiskdale         508-347-5977

Associate Superintendent for Business/Finance
Deborah J. Boyd 320A Brookfield Road, Fiskdale 508-347-3077

Assistant Superintendent for Learning/Teaching
Jodi Bourassa 320A Brookfield Road, Fiskdale 508-347-3077

Special Education/Pupil Services Director
Brenda Looney 320A Brookfield Road, Fiskdale 508-347-3560

Principal
Jennifer Dold 413-245-9644

Secretary
Cystal Burt 413-245-9644

School Nurse
Ruth Andrews-Bys 413-245-9644

School Enrollment as of October 1, 2021

Pre-S
Grade Pre-K K 1 2 3 4 5 6 Un.61 Total

Elementary 27 26 21 16 22 24 26 20 7 189

Grade 7 8 9 10 11 12 PG

Tantasqua Jr. High 23 14 37
Tantasqua Sr. High 18 10 13 12 53
Tantasqua Technical 7 11 15 12 45
Total 135

Total TRSD/U61Enrollment 324
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27 Sturbridge Road 
Holland, MA    01521 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Phone:       (413) 245-7108 
Fax: (413) 245-7037 

www.hollandma.org 
 

Office of the Board of Selectmen 
Bettina Schmidt, Chair 

Clelland Johnson, Member 
James Whalen, Member 

Stacy Stout, Town Administrator 
 

Annual Report to the Town for 2021 

The Town has begun to emerge from the dark clouds that we all know as Covid-19.  We have reopened 
the Town Hall to residents and our Boards and Committees have been conducting hybrid in-
person/remote meetings.  In addition, we were able to hold an in-person, successful Land Auction at the 
Holland Elementary School. 

Covid-19 also hindered our plans to complete the acquisition of the Stevens Brook/Sichol Family 
Community Forest, because of the shutdown, and subsequent backlog, at the Land Court.  The State and 
Federal grants and Purchase & Sale agreement have all been extended due to this delay. 

Just as the Covid-19 issues are starting to fade away, we are now faced with Washington’s disastrous 
economic policies and devastating inflation in the grocery aisles and at the gasoline pump.  The resulting 
economic hardships have, and will continue to, harass the Town and her residents with much higher 
costs for food and energy.   

In 2021, the Town’s … 

Accomplishments 

• Engaged a new Town Administrator 
• Re-opened Town Hall to the public. 
• Worked with the Lake Oversight Committee, engaged an engineering firm to conduct a required 

inspection of the Hamilton Reservoir dam, engaged a firm to treat the reservoir for invasive 
weeds. 

• Worked with the Lake Oversight Committee and the Highway to complete much needed 
clearing of brush and invasive weeds from the dam’s spillway area. 

• Continued to work with Pioneer Valley Planning Commission to secure and administer grants for 
Housing Rehab for qualified Town residents. 

• Worked with petitioners on Host Community Agreements for cannabis cultivation, processing, 
and distribution.  Next, steps are in the hands of the Planning Board. 

• Developed a procedure for Town departments to use when requesting access to Town Counsel. 
• Conducted a successful land auction of parcels taken for non-payment of real estate taxes.  

There were 45 registered bidders and 23 properties went to bid generating $97,600 in gross 
revenues. 

• Worked with Lakeridge Drive residents and Chief of Police to resolve parking issues on Lakeridge 
Drive. 
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• Supported the Police Department in their effort to secure a grant under the Safe Routes to 
School Signs and Lanes program.  The Police Department was successful. 

• Worked with Highway Department to resolve flooding issues near the Hamilton Reservoir dam. 
• Continuing to work with Town Clerk and Planning Board on codification and updates to By-Laws.  

Our published by-laws are not actually the most current. 

 

More work to be done: 

• Compensation study for Town positions (excluding school) 
• Contract with a new Grant Writer 
• Reactivate the Cable Commission 
• Water run-off, drainage, and erosion problems continue to affect public and private ways, 

especially around the Hamilton Reservoir.  This will be an on-going area of concern. 
• Work with the Lake Oversight Committee and the Friends of the Hamilton Reservoir Association 

to come to agreement about roles and responsibilities of the two organizations. 
• Participate in the MVP Planning Grant process 
• Recruitment and retention on Town boards and committees. 
• Evaluate bulk purchasing agreements to consolidate vendors and reduce Town expense. 
• Analysis and Action plan to convert some private roads to public roads 
• Operations Manual for the Hamilton Reservoir dam. 
• Begin work to update Holland Master Plan 
• Re-engage Capital Planning Committee 
• Determine best uses for ARPA funds received as a result of Covid-19 pandemic. 

Your Select Board looks forward to continuing to collaborating in the coming year to address the 
challenges facing the Town. 
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